What: Screening of the documentary film Living Downstream
Where: Venue name & address
When: Date & time 

Host: Host name
Living Downstream
Critically acclaimed documentary film details the life and work of biologist and cancer survivor, Sandra Steingraber

(Insert date here) – A new documentary film that has met with sold-out shows across the continent, standing ovations in major centers from Boston to Toronto, and rave reviews in media outlets such as The Washington Post, is screening at Event name / location, etc. 

Living Downstream charts the life and work of biologist, author, cancer survivor, and cancer prevention advocate, Sandra Steingraber, Ph.D. This documentary film is based on Sandra’s book of the same name, and, like the book, documents the growing body of scientific evidence that links human health with the health of our environment.  Part scientific exploration, part personal journey, the film follows Sandra during a pivotal year in her life: as a biologist and author, speaking to groups across North America about cancer prevention; and as a cancer survivor, when she receives ambiguous results from a cancer screening test.  The film captures this movement between the scientific and the personal, which is also a hallmark of Sandra’s work.

Like the book on which the film is based, Living Downstream documents the growing body of scientific evidence that links human health with the health of our environment and concludes that the best way to beat cancer is by preventing it in the first place.

Part scientific exploration, part personal journey, the film follows Sandra during a pivotal year in her life: as a biologist and author, as she speaks to groups across North America about cancer prevention; and as a cancer survivor, when she receives ambiguous results from a cancer screening test.  The film captures this movement between the scientific and the personal, which is also a hallmark of Sandra’s work.

Raised in small-town Illinois, cancer seems to run in Sandra’s family.  Sandra was diagnosed with bladder cancer when she was just 20 years old.  Her mother was diagnosed with breast cancer when Sandra was in high school.  Many of her close family members have also struggled with the disease, and her aunt died of the same form of cancer that Sandra had.  But while cancer runs in her family, she cannot say that it runs in her genes.  Sandra is adopted.  Thus, Sandra asks what else families have in common besides DNA.  The answer is all around us: our environment.

The film closely follows the trajectory of Sandra’s life and work, but it also tracks the important progress of scientific investigation on environmental links to cancer and other health ailments.  Several experts in the fields of toxicology and cancer research make important cameo appearances in the film, highlighting their own findings on such pervasive chemicals as atrazine, one of the most widely used herbicides in the world, and industrial compounds, such as polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs).  Their work further illuminates the significant connection between a healthy environment and human health.

Critics have repeatedly commented on the visual beauty of the film and its poetic persuasiveness.  “Handsomely photographed and powerfully argued…an arresting portrait,” says Ann Hornaday of The Washington Post (04/23/10).  “Visually elegant,” says Mamalode magazine (05/10), “an absolute must-see…it is powerful, it is inspiring, it is moving,” says CineSource (05/07/10).  The Missoulian calls Living Downstream, “at times intimate, at other times shocking, and occasionally tragically humorous” (03/05/10), while the Pekin Daily Times says simply that Sandra offers “a message of hope.”   

Living Downstream is directed by Chanda Chevannes of The People’s Picture Company (The PPC).  “The film follows Sandra, who is on a journey,” says Chanda, “but the chemicals against which she is fighting are also on the move.  We follow these invisible toxins as they migrate to some of the most beautiful places in North America.  We see how these chemicals enter our bodies, and how, once inside, scientists believe they may be working to cause cancer.” 

To coincide with the documentary adaptation of Living Downstream, Da Capo Press published an updated second edition of the book in April 2010. Certainly, the original book inspired Chanda’s documentary, but as Sandra says, the making of the documentary also influenced her recasting of the second edition: “In a wonderful and unexpected way, Chanda's creative decisions as a filmmaker gave me new ideas for organizing the story and scientific argument of the book as I updated its various chapters for the second edition.  There was a lot of reciprocity between us.  Chanda inspires me.”

The screening is being hosted by name of host group here. Insert blurb about host, as appropriate, including any relevant urls.
For more information on Living Downstream and public screenings, visit: http://www.livingdownstream.com
For more information, please contact:

Media contact person (include name, phone number, and email address)
-30-







