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Director Chanda Chevannes and Dr. Sandra Steingraber are available for phone interviews. 
Please see below for a list of cities and regions where Outside Television is available.

Based on ecologist and cancer survivor Dr. Sandra Steingraber’s acclaimed book of the same title, Living 
Downstream brings together the emotional resonance of Steingraber’s personal story – she was first 
diagnosed with bladder cancer at just twenty – and the hard facts of her scientific research.  The result is 
a staggering portrait of the grave consequences of our country’s chemically induced self-destruction.

Biologist and author Rachel Carson, whose landmark 1962 book Silent Spring celebrating its 50th 
anniversary that challenged the practices of agricultural scientists and the government, served as an 
inspiration for Steingraber, who has been heralded as "the new Rachel Carson" for her ability to translate 
current scientific research for the general public. Steingraber, who has also been described by Sojourners 
as “a poet with a knife,” refuses to present the effects of chemical pollution – particularly the herbicide 
atrazine and PCBs, a group of industrial compounds – in the cold, abstract terms of most scientific writing. 
Her approach, with its mixture of poetic impression and rigorous research, is matched by the film’s form, 
which pits gorgeous HD images of natural beauty against the knowledge that years of industrial and 
agricultural carelessness have left these spaces terribly damaged, or even deadly.

With its wide-ranging movement from Massachusetts to California, and many places in between, Living 
Downstream brings forth a view of a national crisis.  Following the same sharp intelligence and curiosity 
that allows UC Berkeley professor Dr. Tyrone Hayes, one of the film’s many expert contributors, to trace 
the links from chemically driven gender mutations in frogs to breast cancer occurrence in humans, Living 
Downstream works methodically to connect all the dots into a rich argument, one which is equally 
concerned with global problems as it is with personal struggles. 

Living Downstream has toured internationally for the past two years and continues to be in high demand. 
It has screened in a wide variety of settings, from film festivals and art house cinemas to countless major 
universities and public health conferences. The film has been seen in 31 states in the United States, four 
provinces in Canada, and in New Zealand, Australia, Turkey, Serbia, and Belgium. 

About Sandra Steingraber, Ph.D.:

Sandra Steingraber, Ph.D. holds a doctorate in biology and a master’s degree in creative writing. In 
addition to Living Downstream, Steingraber is the author of the volume of poetry, Post-Diagnosis, and 
coauthor of the book on ecology and human rights in Africa, The Spoils of Famine. Her memoir, Having 
Faith: An Ecologist’s Journey to Motherhood, explores the intimate ecology of pregnancy and was 
selected by Library Journal as a best book of 2001. In her newest book, Raising Elijah: Protecting Our 
Children in an Age of Environmental Crisis, Steingraber demonstrates through everyday moments how 
closely the private, intimate world of parenting connects to the public world of policy making. 

Steingraber has won numerous awards, including a Heinz Award from the Heinz Family Foundation, 
Chatham College’s biennial Rachel Carson Leadership Award, the Hero Award from the Breast Cancer 
Fund, and the Environmental Health Champion Award from Physicians for Social Responsibility—Los 
Angeles. She has served as an advisor to the California Breast Cancer Research Program, provided 
Congressional briefings, and lectured on many college campuses. A columnist for Orion magazine, 
Sandra is a distinguished scholar in residence at Ithaca College in Ithaca, New York.
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About Outside Television ((www.outsidetelevision.com)

Created mid-year 2010, Outside Television is the only national programming network dedicated to the 
active outside lifestyle and the more than 141 million Americans who regularly participate. Outside 
Television is carried on several local cable systems including Comcast XFinity in the Northeast, the Mid-
Atlantic, Great Lakes, Southeast, Gulf Coast, and Pacific.  (City-by-City availability listed below). Based 
on Outside Magazine and its critically acclaimed brand, Outside Television embraces running, biking, 
skiing, hiking, sailing, surfing, kayaking, snowshoeing and any other adventures involving wind, water, 
snow and terrain; as well as the full spectrum of the people’s lives who engage in them. The channel 
produces all of its original series and events exclusively in high definition and strives to capture the lush 
scope of adventure, action, travel, sports, discoveries, environmental and cultural issues, health, style and 
personalities that most intrigue the millions of people with a passion for the outdoors and the millions 
more who aspire to share it.

LIVING DOWNSTREAM is already available in most of Nielsen Media Research’s largest television 
cities including:

New York (Verizon FiOS)
Chicago (Comcast)
Dallas-Fort Worth (Comcast)
San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose (Comcast)
Boston (Comcast)
Atlanta-Savannah (Comcast)
Houston (Comcast)
Detroit (Comcast)
Seattle-Tacoma (Comcast)
Tampa-St. Petersburg-Jacksonville (Comcast)
Minneapolis-St. Paul (Comcast)
Miami-Fort Lauderdale (Comcast)
Denver (Comcast)
Cleveland-Akron (Comcast)
Orlando-Daytona Beach (Comcast)
Sacramento (Comcast)
Portland (Comcast)
Indianapolis (Comcast)
Salt Lake City (Comcast)
Tucson (Comcast)
Albuquerque-Santa Fe (Comcast)
Hartford-Vermont-New Hampshire (Comcast)

Website: livingdownstream.com
Facebook: facebook.com/livingdownstream
Twitter: @livngdownstream
Press materials: www.silversaltpr.com

Press contacts for screeners and copies of Dr. Steingraber’s book:
Thessa Mooij
212.729.7071                                                                                              
thessa@silversaltpr.com

Brian Geldin
917.549.2953
briangeldin@gmail.com 
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